
TRANS4M
Transforming lives through education inspiration and opportunity.

THE I.AM ANGEL ANNUAL GALA



As a part of his commitment to philanthropy, will.i.am launched 
the i.am Angel Foundation in 2009 to TRANS4M lives through 

education, inspiration, and opportunity. The i.am Angel 
Foundation supports charitable activities and programs 
providing college scholarships (i.am Scholarship), college 

preparation (i.am College Track), and opportunities in STEAM 
education (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math). 

We are especially committed to TRANS4M-ing will.i.am’s 
hometown of Boyle Heights in East Los Angeles. We strive to 

make it a model for communities like it around the world.

I.AM.ANGEL FOUNDATION // OUR MISSION



• Serving 360 students at i.am College Track Boyle Heights 
• Serving 200 students at the Boyle Heights STEM Academy 
• 98% of our students will be the first in their family to attend college 
• Graduated 3 cohorts of students since 2016, with 100% attending  college 

or universities 
• Over $926,000 in scholarships awarded since 2009 
• Sponsoring 36 robotics teams in Boyle Heights, Watts, Compton, South 

LA, and Ferguson, MO 
• Serving over 2,300 students in i.am STEAM programs 
• Organized 12 hackathons teaching over 500 students how to code 
• Donated 650 computers to underserved schools

I.AM ANGEL FOUNDATION // OUR IMPACT



THE GALA



TRANS4M is our annual fundraising gala hosted by will.i.am and the 
i.am.angel Foundation. Each Trans4m gala raises funding for an 
entire years worth of programs and scholarships, leading to the 

direct and tangible result of graduating students and college 
acceptance.   

We bring together a unique group of attendees, aimed at igniting 
collaborative efforts among businesses, non-profits, and government 

leaders to transform underserved communities. 

Past TRANS4M speakers have included President Bill Clinton; 
Mayor of Los Angeles, Eric Garcetti; Producer and icon, Norman 

Lear; Inventor Dean Kamen; CEO of Salesforce, Marc Benioff; Chief 
Sustainability Officer of Coca Cola, Bea Perez;  President of the 
California Endowment, Robert Ross, plus many other leaders, 

artists, and innovators.



PREVIOUS YEARS



2018
Date: February 20, 2018 

Location: Milk Studios 

Honoree: Sean Parker (Chairman of the Parker Institute for Cancer Immunotherapy) 

Performance by: Black Eyed Peas and Earth Wind & Fire 

Amount raised: $1.6 million 

We welcomed 350 guests for dinner including such notables as television show creators/producers 
Norman Lear and Lawrence Bender, actresses/activists Rosario Dawson and Goldie Hawn, music 
industry notables Hans Zimmer and Moby, professional athletes and a variety of technorati from 

the Silicon Valley venture community such as Ron Conway. Sponsors included Salesforce, 
Emerson Collective, J.P. Morgan Chase, Annenberg Foundation and Dow, among others. 

Sean Parker said, “I’m very grateful to be honored tonight because I’m receiving it both from a 
foundation I admire and its thoughtful leader, will.i.am, who is paving the path for transformative 

change in education.” He continued, “I also want to thank all the partners working 
with i.am angel Foundation, especially Laurene Powell Jobs and College Track for helping to bring 
in after-school programs, scholarships, and college prep education for underserved communities. 

These leaders understand how crucial it is that children everywhere deserve an equal opportunity 
to receive a quality education in an enriching environment.” 

 

http://i.am/


MEET OUR GRADUATES



2017
Date: February 9, 2017 

Location: Milk Studios 

Honoree: Marc Benioff (CEO of Salesforce) 

Performance by: Black Eyed Peas  

Amount raised: $1.6 million 

We hosted 350 guests from the worlds of technology, venture capital, virtual reality, 
entertainment and philanthropy. at The VIP reception featured student demonstrations of 

robotics, ESRI GIS mapping, and app creation & development projects.  

Immediately following the reception, guests enjoyed a dinner program that featured a Q&A 
between will.i.am and TRANS4M 2017 honoree, Salesforce Chairman & CEO Marc Benioff, 

remarks by City of Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti, and a performance by Black Eyed Peas. The 
after-party featured a DJ set by Ali Shadeed Muhammad from A Tribe Called Quest, who capped 

off the evening. 

Sponsors included Sandy Robertson, Find Your Grind Foundation, Accenture, Ron Conway, 
Salesforce, Emerson Collective & J.P. Morgan Chase among others. 

 



MEET OUR GRADUATES



2016
Date: February 11, 2016 

Location: Milk Studios 

Honoree: Norman Lear 

Performance by: Erykah Badu  

Amount raised: $1.3 million 

Trans4m 2016 was co-hosted by i.am angel foundation supporters, Laurene Powell Jobs, Marc 
Benioff, Ron Conway, Dean Kamen, Alexandra & Sean Parker. The intimate evening that hosted 350 
guests from the worlds of tech, vc, business, entertainment and philanthropy took place across two 

locations. Starting at the future, will.i.am’s creative compound hosted a vip reception featuring 
student demonstrations of robotics, cars of the future, mapping and app development projects.   

Immediately following the reception, guests moved over to milk studios for the gala dinner 
featuring a performance by award-winning singer/songwriter Erykah Badu, and q&a between 
legendary tv/film writer/producer and political activist Norman Lear with newsman Toure’. 

Sponsors included 21st Century Fox, Qualcomm, Salesforce, Emerson Collective, J.P. Morgan Chase, 
Apple Music and At&t among others. 

 



MEET OUR GRADUATES



THANK YOU

To learn more about our work and 
sponsorship opportunities please email: 

info@iamangelfoundation.org

mailto:tatiana@iamangelfoundation.org

